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the best help that could be afforded him in the years to
come. Life at the Bar and on the Bench meant a constant
acquisition of knowledge of human affairs and men. That
was the best qualification with which a man could go to
such a post as that which he was now about to fill. It was
a great privilege to have the opportunity of leaving a
position very high in this country, and one which he loved,
to go away to undertake new duties in India, of which he
could claim to know very little. He felt encouraged and
stimulated by the support given to him that night, and he
prayed that when he returned he might have done something
to justify the anticipations of his friends.

" That he would acquit himself with fidelity he had no
doubt. He used this wording because he had found it in
the Royal Warrant which had been issued to him. Justice
and prudence and circumspection were also included, but
the only thing he could speak of with certainty was fidelity.
Justice he would strive to practice in India, and he hoped
he would succeed. Whether prudence and circumspection
would be qualities distinguishing his Viceroyalty he could
not say. He would only claim in all humility and all
earnestness, that no one could set out on this task with a
greater sense of responsibility than himself, or with a greater
desire that at the end of his period it might be found that
India stood well.'1

These successive speeches show that the new Viceroy was
formulating in advance the principles on which his future
policy and proceedings would be based. Justice figured in
the first place, but it was to be not only Justice but Legality.
The Law was to be the expression of Justice. Every effort
was to be made to gain the sympathy and goodwill of the
millions of India. More than that, a strenuous attempt was
to be set on foot to understand the views and feelings of
those millions of human beings, and to convince them that
they were understood and that nothing should be omitted
to conciliate their views and gain their goodwill. With
such principles put in practice much should be accom-
plished, and a great advance made towards the real
unity and concord essential for the maintenance of a